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SOUTHWEST, OR | Just seven miles upstream from River Steward Dave Lacey’s home in southern Oregon a foreign-owned mining 
company was quietly working to develop a nickel strip mine on public lands. The proposed mine would straddle two important free-
flowing streams, Hunter Creek and Pistol River, both of  which support all wild runs of  salmon, steelhead and coastal cutthroat trout. 
Alarmed by the hard rock mining industry (the number one toxic polluter in the country) setting up shop in his homewaters, Dave 
joined forces with the Native Fish Society’s staff  to stop the mine’s development before it irreversibly damaged some of  the wildest 
country, cleanest water, and healthiest wild salmon, steelhead, and trout rivers on the west coast.

To build grassroots support for protections, Dave canvassed his watershed going door to door with a petition against the mine. Later he was 
helped by River Stewards James Smith and Sunny Bourdon who hosted events in their rural communities. Our River Stewards raised awareness 
about the mines, built local business and brewery coalitions to weigh in during public comment opportunities, gained the support of  local 
city councils and their county commissioners, rallied over 500 of  their neighbors to turn out to pivotal public hearings, and flooded the public 
agencies and decision makers with over 64,000 supportive comments. Thanks to this support, in 2015 Oregon Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff  
Merkley and Congressman Peter DeFazio introduced federal legislation in 2015 that laid the ground work for future protections. 

Then in early January 2017, this grassroot effort secured it biggest victory yet -- a 20-year mineral withdrawal that protected 
101,000 acres of  public lands in southwest Oregon from future mining claims. These protections not only benefit these public 
lands, it also protects the salmon-studded rivers found downstream including the Rogue, Smith, Illinois, Pistol and Hunter Creek. 

Wild salmon, steelhead and trout need grassroots activism now more than ever! Visit nativefishsociety.org/membership 
to join Native Fish Society as member and support grassroots activism for native fish across the Pacific Northwest. 

In 2016, Native Fish Society 
acknowledged Jim Myron, longtime 
Crooked River Steward and 
legislative advocate with our Lifetime 
Achievement Award -- Native Fish 
Society’s highest honor. Jim’s skill 
and reputation as a deft advocate for 
science based policy played a key role 
in advancing legislation that benefitted 
native fish in Oregon’s homewaters. 

   RIVER STEWARD OF THE YEAR  |  DAVE LACEY

In 2016, Dave Lacey received our River 
Steward of  the Year award for his tireless 
work to protect native fish, his homewaters 
and his community from the threat of  strip 
mining. Through Dave’s local leadership he 
not only helped secure protections from 
strip mining, he created a local movement 
that worked collaboratively with federal 
agencies, local businesses and citizens to 
protect public lands and native fish. 
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   LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  |  JIM MYRON

Free-flowing and mine 
free: Pistol River

(PHOTO) Ken Morrish

WILD RIVERS 
C A M PA I G N
A GRASSROOTS VICTORY
FOR NATIVE FISH & CLEAN WATER



         HONORING CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE TROUT
SOUTH FORK SMITH, CA | Thanks to all our members and 
supporters who sent comments to the Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
help from our local Smith River Steward, Sunny Bourdon, and our 
partners at the Smith River Alliance the California Fish and Wildlife  
Department designated 64 miles of  the upper South Fork Smith 
River and its tributaries as Heritage Trout Waters in 2016! 

The overwhelming support generated by our action alert comments 
convinced the state of  California to recognize the importance of  
the South Fork Smith’s native rainbow and coastal cutthroat trout 
populations and covered that stretch of  river with better protection 
from future development and overharvest. 

The Heritage Trout Waters Program was started in the 1970s to 
increase the public’s understanding of  and appreciation for the 
state’s unique fish populations. For more than 40 years, the program 
has rallied support for the collaborative efforts necessary to maintain 
a river’s beauty and protect its trout for future generations. Heritage 
Trout Waters designation is reserved for the state’s most prized, self-
sustaining fisheries. With the addition of  the South Fork Smith, the 
first on California’s North Coast, there are now 12 across the state, 
each of  them testaments to remarkable wild, native trout populations.

The Smith’s new Heritage Trout Waters designation is a special 
distinction that honors an often overlooked value in this coastal 
river, its magnificent native coastal cutthroat and resident rainbow 
trout populations. 

Native fish need local advocates! Contact Conrad Gowell 
(conrad@nativefishsociety.org) or Jake Crawford (jake@
nativefishsociety.org.) to learn more about River Stewardship. 

SOUTH PUGET SOUND, WA | In 2016 Native Fish Society’s 
River Stewards and staff  teamed up with biologists from the 
Washington Department of  Fish & Wildlife to take a closer look 
at one of  the most mysterious wild fish in the Pacific Northwest: 
Coastal cutthroat trout.  

The question our campaign is seeking to answer is a modest one: 
how many sea-run cutthroat trout spawn in Skookum Creek?  But 
the implications for coastal cutthroat trout and fisheries managers 
of  this subspecies throughout their range is huge. 

With the initial money awarded to the Native Fish Society 
from the Patagonia World Trout Initiative and the Sol Duc 
Foundation, NFS purchased PIT (Passive Integral Transponder) 
tags and an array and have been working with WDFW to tag 
and track adult coastal cutthroat as they migrate in and out of  
Puget Sound. Using antennas installed throughout the spawning 
grounds, we can detect the presence of  tagged fish, allowing for 
an accurate count of  cutthroat trout by size, time, gender and 
age as they enter the creek. 

By comparing fish counts to redd counts, our campaign will 
achieve the holy grail of  cutthroat research: the number of  
fish per redd! With an estimate of  fish per redd, biologists, fish 
managers and volunteers can have science guide the management 
of  coastal cutthroat trout!

To support the Coastal Cutthroat Campaign head to 
nativefishsociety.org/get-involved.

           COASTAL CUTTHROAT CAMPAIGN 

Dawn patrol on 
the South Fork 
Smith River

The River Steward and WDFW 
Coastal Cutthroat Team. 
PHOTO: Jason Small 

Searun Cutthroat Trout
PHOTO: Dave McCoy 

Native resident 
rainbow trout from 
the South Fork 
Smith River
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Financial results for fiscal year ending December 31, 2016
 Revenue & Expenses for Fiscal Year 2016

REVENUE: $576,078 EXPENSE: $425,111

A to Z Wineworks
Alder Creek Kayak & Canoe
American Liberty Spirits & 
Wine
Anadromous Anglers
Andros South
Arch Rock Brewing Company
barre3
Base Camp Brewing Company
Bauer - Premium Fly Reels
Bendistillery
Big Sky Inflatables
C.F. Burkheimer Fly Rods
Caddis Fly Shop
Chinook Winds Casino Resort
Clear Creek Distillery
Copper Bay Lodge
Costa
Crane Creek Graphics
Danner
Decker Brands
Deschutes Angler
Doc food+wine
Dog River Coffee
Double Mountain Brewery & 
Taproom
Dove Vivi
Dr. Slick

Emerald Water Anglers
Emerging Rivers Guide Services
Evergreen Museum Campus
Farlex Reels
Fish the Swing
Fishpeople Seafood
Fly Water Travel
Garden Fever
Gorge Fly Shop
Grand Central Baking Company
Green Dog Pet Supply
Heart Rock Studios
Higgins Restaurant & Bar
Historic Balch Hotel
Hoda’s Middle Eastern Cuisine
Hopworks Urban Brewery
Imperial River Company
Karstetter Fly Rods
KayakFlyAngler
Land’s End Cannon Beach
Land’s End Motel
Lange Estate Winery & 
Vineyard
Laurelhurst Market
Little Stone Flyfisher
Lonesome Duck
Loon Outdoors
Mother’s Bistro & Bar

Mountain Rose Herbs
Mt. Bachelor
Native Fish Society
New Deal Distillery
New Renaissance Bookshop
New Seasons
Nonna PDX
OMSI
Oregon Growers & Shippers
Oregon Outdoor Excursions
Oregon Zoo
Oscar’s Source for Adventure
Patagonia Portland
pFriem Family Brewers
Pickathon
Por Que No Taqueria
Portland Audubon Society
Portland Nursery
Portland’s Culinary Workshop
Portland’s White House Bed & 
Breakfast
Rajeff  Sports
Ransom Wine Co. & Distillery
Red Shed Fly Shop
River Runner Outfitters
Royal Treatment Fly Shop
Silver Cloud Inn - Portland
Simpatica

Skeena Spey Lodge
Sky High Brewing
Smith Optics
South Coast Tours LLC
Starbucks
Steelhead Water Guide Service
Swing the Fly Magazine
Tactics
The Fishwife Seafood 
Restaurant
The Fly Shop
The Merry Kitchen
The Oregon Historical Society
The Portland Bottle Shop
Thunder Island Brewing Co.
Toast, Inc
Tournesol Winery
TroutNV
Tu Tu’ Tun Lodge
Wanderlust Tours
White Rose Estate Winery & 
Vineyard
Widmer Brothers Brewing
Willamette Valley Vineyards
Worthy Brewing
Yakuza Lounge
Yamhill Valley Vineyards
Z’ivo Wines

  Business Donors

Grants & Foundations

4%

32%

47%

17%

Donations: $271,128

10%

77%

13%

Additional 2016 revenue advanced the organization’s strategic goals of  
building operating reserves equal to six months of  base operating expense 
and a strategic reserve to allow us to be responsive to the unplanned 
opportunities for impact in the field. For more information contact 
Executive Director, Mark Sherwood at mark@nativefishsociety.org.

Grants: $96,000

Membership: $25,859

Events: $183,091

Development: $42,511

Programs: $327,336

Mgmt./General Expense: 

$55,264
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Cramer
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Frank Collin

Frank Spears

Fraser Heston

Garrin Royer

Garry Dale

Gary Bruner

Gary Carlson
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CELEBRATE YOUR

HOMEWATERS
JOIN

VOLUNTEER

STAY CONNECTED

Support Native Fish Society by joining as a member. 
Head to www.nativefishsociety.org/membership. 

Want to help protect your homewaters and native fish? 
Check out www.nativefishsociety.org/river-stewards  

Sign up for our newsletter and follow us on social media
Surf  over to www.nativefishsociety.org 


